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Unusual Anatomical Detection of a Third Molar in the Infratemporal Fossa
C. Corega1, L. Vaida2, D. Festila1, D. Bertossi3

1University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Iuliu Hatieganu”, Department of Orthodontics, Cluj-Napoca,  
Romania 
2University of Oradea, Faculty of Medicine and  Pharmacy, Department of Dental Medicine, Oradea, 
Romania
3Universita degli Studi di Verona, Department of Maxillofacial Surgery, Verona, Italy

Abstract
Third molar presence in the infratemporal fossa is a rare event and it has been reported previously 
only two times in the literature, except for the cases which arise from complications occurring during 
the extraction of the impacted upper third molar. Due to the presence of important vessel bundles 
and nerves in this area, third molar removal requires a correct surgical management in order to avoid  
many possible serious side effects. We report an unusual case of upper third molar detected in the 
infratemporal fossa, which has been thoroughly investigated radiologically and removed through a  
safe surgical approach. 
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