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Abstract
Meconium peritonitis is a rare prenatal disease with an increased rate of morbidity and mortality in 
the  neonatal  period.  Distinctive  features  revealed  by  prenatal  and  postnatal  ultrasoundmay  be 
present: abdominal calcifications, ascites, poly-hydramnios, meconium pseudocyst, echogenic mass 
and dilated bowel or intestinal obstruction. Establishing clear postnatal treatment and prognosis is  
difficult because of the heterogeneity of the results obtained by ultrasound. The aim of the study is to  
determine how prenatal diagnosis of meconium peritonitis is associated with  perinatal management  
and further evolution. Clinical results are different depending on the presence of antenatal diagnosis  
of  meconium  peritonitis  and  its  form,  which  can  be  mild  or  severe.  Surgical  treatment  and 
management  of  meconium  peritonitis  depend  on  the  clinical  presentation  of  the  newborn. 
Meconium peritonitis diagnosed prenatally differs from that of the newborn, not only concerning the  
mortality rates but also through reduced morbidity and overall better 
prognosis.
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