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Abstract
Introduction: Over time, the management of rectal cancer has undoubtedly evolved with the use of
neoadjuvant radiochemotherapy. 
Material and method: The P.I.C.O.S guidelines were used to structure the questions and the research
topic as to attain clinical validity. The results of the research were filtered in accordance with the
PRISMA checklist. 
Results: We identified 42 papers. After screening 27 papers were used to complete the analysis.
Discussion: There is an increased interest towards the non-operative management of rectal cancer,
as  up  to  25%  of  patients  with  preoperative  radiochemotherapy  have  demonstrated  complete
pathological response (absence of tumor cells on the operative specimens). This information leads to
the tantalizing idea that in some cases, surgery can be avoided. Unfortunately, there is a lack of
quality data to support this view. Due to increased interest in this subject, an international database
in  which patients  with  w&w therapy  can  be  enrolled  and  monitored.  Up to now,  the database
contains over 900 patients. Also, quality prospective trials are emerging. 
Conclusion: Even with all these recent efforts, the wide-use of this therapy is precluded due to the
absence of a standardized evaluation of these patients in the follow-up period.
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